
Anybody remember the first episode 
of the 1960s/70s sitcom “The Brady 
Bunch?”  Of course I’m nowhere near 
old enough to have seen the episode 
in its first run.  But I have seen reruns!  
Mike Brady, his three boys, and a dog 
attempt to form a cohesive, blended 
family with Carol (last name unknown), 
her three girls, and a cat.  At the 
wedding, dog chases cat, kids chase 
dog and cat, and Mike Brady ends up 
wearing the wedding cake.  Lesson:  
Cohesion is hard.  It would have been 
much easier (and less messy) for each of 
these respective families to do life on their 
own.  But, then we would have missed out 
on five seasons with the Bradys!  What’s 
easiest is rarely what’s best.  

So it is in the church.  It would be 
much easier (and less messy) for First 
Baptist to have a “young” church and 
an “old” church.  It would require less 
sacrifice, less discomfort—less holiness. 

But what’s easiest is rarely what’s 
best.  For you see, every time I don’t get 
“my way” in the church so that someone 
else can have theirs, it is an opportunity 
for me to love those individuals and 
ultimately to love the unity of Christ’s 
Church.  It is an opportunity for me to 
practice Philippians 2:3-4:  “Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant 
than yourselves.  Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others (ESV).” It is an 
opportunity for us to show a fractured 
world that cohesion is possible 
through Jesus Christ.  Hard?  Yes.  
Worth it? Absolutely.

Thanks for taking this journey toward 
cohesion.  Over time it got easier for 
the Bradys, and it will get easier for us 
as well.  And we will undoubtedly last 
for more than the five seasons of “The 
Brady Bunch”.      

GriefShare - a support ministry for 
individuals/families who are suffering the 
pain from the death of a spouse/loved one.

FBC Youth Ministries - fundraising and 
retreat opportunities for grades 6-12

FOCAS - a ministry about helping adult 
singles connect with Jesus in single life. 

 Love Inc. Higher Ground - Monday 
evenings throughout October
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Announcements

Women’s Ministry - a message from 
Christy Zaucha



From Church Initiative©, a 
non-denomination ministry

A support ministry for individuals/
families who are suffering the 
pain from the death of a spouse/
loved one.

Thursdays, 6:30–8:30pm at 
First Baptist Church of Cadillac

WHAT DO YOU SAY?

Grief is a difficult but very significant in the healing process.  
“Time” will not heal.  Only Jesus can heal the broken heart. Also, 
there is no such thing as “normal”.  It is a different “normal” for 
the grieving person.  It may take a year or longer for a grieving 
person to begin to rediscover what God wants them to do with 
their life, and it WILL be different from before. This can begin as 
the grieving person welcomes their grief.

Encourage the person to participate in GriefShare or some 
other grief support group.  Those in grief will journey better, 
healthier with support.

Jeorge Fierro
Grief coach, facilitator

GriefShare

1. FAILING TO TALK ABOUT THE GRIEF
You see the grieving person but you tend to stay away.  

If you say anything you might remind them of their loss.  
You decide to say nothing and avoid them.  That is the last 
thing most grieving individuals need.

Remember, they never forgot the one they lost. You 
will not cause them to remember.  If they start crying it 
is a good thing.  Tears are God’s gift we use to express 
our love during grief.  With sincerity and warmth, you can 
say, “This is certainly a very difficult journey. Help me 
understand what’s happening.” Invite the grieving person 
to tell their story.  It is part of a healing process to let them 
share their pain.  They may share some things or nothing.  
Either way they will know you are someone who will listen.

“Tears come without warning.  The deep cutting pain in my 
heart twists and turns. I miss her so much!  I just can’t focus.  It’s 
like life was suck out of me.  I feel like I’m going crazy!  When will 
this end?!”

You know someone that is going through the loss of a loved 
one and you want to be an encouragement.  But, you don’t know 
what to say.  So, you just avoid them. The truth is you may miss 
opportunities of an encouragement in their healing process.  What 
do you say?

Here are a couple common mistakes people make toward 
someone who has lost a love one and helpful tips to be that support 
in their journey.

2. URGING A SWIFT RETURN TO “NORMAL”.
Often, grieving people are encouraged to return to 

their normal activities as soon as possible because it 
may help distract them by keeping busy. This is not 
entirely true with a significant loss. The grieving person’s 
life has changed significantly and will not return to the 
“normal” life they once had. Common mistakes made 
by well-meaning people is to say, “Time will heal”, “You’ll 
soon get back to normal”, “You’ll feel better if you stay 
busy”, “You just need to move on”.



FBC Youth Retreat

FBC Youth Ministry will be going on 
a Fall Retreat, October 27-Oct 29
to Pleasant Valley Bible Camp. This 
is a combined event with Temple Hill 
Baptist Church, Northland Community 
Church and several other churches.

Open to students 6th-12th grades. 
Cost is $55 by October 1, or 
$65 by October 19. 
Sibling only pay $50 each. 

Fundraising Opportunities
FBC Youth will be having two fundraisers with 
proceeds going to the Creation Museum Trip in May. 

Students will be taking Krispy Kreme Doughnuts and 
coffee orders until Oct 8 (delivered Oct 13).

• $9.50 for a dozen special doughnuts, 
• $8.50 for a dozen glazed and 
• $10.00 per bag of coffee. 

Students will receive proceeds for their individual sales. 

Second Fundraiser Event 
OCTOBER 19 FROM 
5 : 0 0 - 8 : 0 0 P M 
Students and leaders will be 
serving at Culvers of Cadillac. 
A portion of the profits and 
all tips given will be given to 
students towards the Creation 
Museum Trip in May. 

Culvers address:
8645 E 34 Rd, Cadillac, MI 49601



doing single life with focus on JESUS.
Email: jeorge.fierro@gmail.com Text: 616.990.1665

ARE YOU A SINGLE BY CHANCE, CHANGE, OR CHOICE?
THERE ARE NOW MORE SINGLE ADULTS IN THE US THAN MARRIED. Single adults in the US are growing faster than 

Married, a trend that has continued uninterrupted since 1960. In fact, Singles now outnumber married adults! 
In 2011 there were 102.1 million singles in America, that represented 44.1% of all US residents. By 2014, just 3 short 

years later, there were 124.6 million singles in America, representing over 50% of all US residents. (US Census)

SUNDAY MORNING 
DISCOVERY

GROUP EVENTS  
COMMUNITY SERVICE

 

FOCAS IS about helping adult singles 
connect with Jesus in single life. 
At its most basic level, FOCAS is 
about reaching out with support, 

encouragement, and hope.  

FOCAS is NOT about dating but it is about 
discipleship.  FOCAS is not about mate 
pursuit but it is about Master pursuit. 

FOCAS recognizes adult singles come from all profiles. Some hurt deeply due to relationships that have failed or 
simply ended. There are some still stumbling from the agony of rejection. Others are struggling to pick themselves up again 
from the sting of the death of a loved one. Some are struggling to raise families on their own. Some are in pain desperately 
wanting to marry only to have chances slip by or have simply been overlooked. Others truly want to marry, either for the first 
time or again. Still others have absolutely no interest in a marriage relationship. And then, there are those who don’t know 
for sure what they want. NEVERTHELESS,

THEY ALL HAVE ONE THING IN COMMON. THEY ARE SINGLE.

J O I N 

US



Thank you for your continued 
prayers about what ministry 
to women looks like at First 
Baptist Church.  You all know 
that I am not the “Director of 
Women’s Ministry” at FBC, but 
I would like to bring you up to 
speed on what I see stirring 
among us.  

Women’s Ministry
Sixteen women joined for prayer several weeks ago seeking 

God’s direction and leading about ministry to women.  Many 
more texted me saying they would be in prayer and were very 
interested in gathering together as sisters in Christ.  

God drew two people into my path who are interested in 
leading a morning and evening Bible study.  I don’t want to share 
too much right now, but these are two new teachers to Women’s 
Ministry.

Both of these women have similar testimonies declaring that 
God is leading them to teach on our freedom in Jesus Christ.

All that being said, preparing to lead a Bible study cannot 
be done overnight.  Both of these women are very sensitive to 
waiting on the Lord and not rushing into this just so that we can 
have a study this Fall.

Therefore, we are looking to begin a Bible study at the turn of 
the New Year.  I know you all will have plenty on your plate 

between Thanksgiving and Christmas, so let’s take advantage 
of this time to continue to pray.  Pray that God will prepare our 
hearts, that He would call those who may not even be a part of 
our church yet, and that He would speak into our hearts how we 
might be used by Him.

Having a morning and evening teacher lined up is huge.  But 
I do not foresee teaching being a long-term position for them.  
We must continue to pray for more women to step into teaching 
roles in the future.

I would also like to find some ladies who would be passionate 
about planning special events.  Nothing huge.  Just opportunities 
for ladies to connect and have fun.  

Since I am the “temporary director” feel free to contact me 
and let me know how God might be drawing you into Women’s 
Ministry.  Call or text me at 805.272.5896 or email me at 
christyzaucha@gmail.com.  

a message from 
Christy Zaucha

I am so thrilled to have connected with so many of you already and to see your hunger for knowing 
more of Jesus.  Keep reaching out.  I want to know more of you - to hear your hearts - to catch a vision 

of how God is already at work among this body and how we might join Him there.  Like I said before, I 
am always up for a walk, coffee, or just meeting up to pray.  Don’t hesitate to reach out.  

Also, I will schedule several more times to gather for prayer regarding this ministry.  Watch your 
bulletin/ newsletter for more details.

God is up to something big and I am so excited to be a part of it!  Won’t you join us?

Your sister in Christ, 

Christy 






