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 On December 18, 1963 Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. made his oft quoted observation that “the 
most segregated hour in this nation is Sunday 
at 11:00.” (Interestingly, he made this statement 
at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo).  
Since then, little has changed in regard to the 
integration of cultures in churches. Communities 
of faith continue to be homogenous—a far cry 
from the picture of heaven given to us in Revelation 
where gathered around the throne for worship will 
be “every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages (Rev. 7:9, ESV).”  Further, we are told in 
Ephesians 2:14, “For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in 
his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” The Gospel 
breaks down barriers and brings diverse people 
together in unity—even Jews and Gentiles.

There is a sense in which 11:00 has been an hour 
of cultural segregation at First Baptist Church.  This 
segregation has not been based on race, but on 
age.  “Younger culture” has been segregated from 
“older” culture.  Why?  Because it is much easier 
to get along with people like ourselves.  It is much 
easier to do church with people like ourselves.  
And it is much more comfortable to do church 

according to our own personal preferences.  But, 
here’s the question we have to ask ourselves: “Just 
because something is easier, does that make 
it better?  What ultimately is God’s best?  And 
ultimately:  Does our church show the world how 
the power of the Gospel brings diverse people 
together in unity?  And, do we show that Jesus is 
truly greater than our differences?  This is at the 
heart of why we have brought everyone together 
for worship each week with identical worship 
services (8:30 and 11:00) and a variety of worship 
experiences. Is this the fastest way to attract 
attenders?  Not at all.  But is this the best way to 
nurture a church committed to values greater than 
personal preferences--values which include the 
power of the Gospel to unite cultures which were 
previously segregated? I believe that it is.  

So, we invite you to be part of a movement that 
is truly counter-cultural. As the world becomes 
more polarized, we seek to go against the flow 
and become more unified. And we seek to do so to 
demonstrate to a watching world that the Gospel 
is as powerful as the Bible says that it is.  Thanks 
for being part of the journey. 
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Our journey to freedom together continues with the introduction 
of two very special women.  As indicated in my story last month, 
God uniquely brought Lauren, Amy and myself together to teach on 
our freedom in Christ. I hope you enjoy hearing their stories and 
seeing how God is preparing us for a special encounter with Him.  
Sign up at the information booth if you are interested in joining us!

Lauren’s Story
Hello, my name is Lauren Stewart.  Some of you may already 

know me and a little of my background, but many of you do not 
know anything about me. My husband’s name is Keith and we 
have two children, Taylor (13) and Kasen (8).  We have lived in 
Cadillac for the past eight years. Keith grew up in LeRoy and I grew 
up in McBain.  We all enjoy the outdoors. We have been attending 
FBC for seven years now and just recently became members. We 
love our church family and feel so blessed by all of you.  

Some of you know that since I have returned “home” (prodigal 
daughter), I was so hungry for the Truth that I devoured God’s Word 
through Inductive Bible Study.  He set the table full of His finest 
food just for me, He was waiting for my return.  I am so overjoyed!  
He welcomed me home with open arms with love and excitement.  
WHAT AN AWESOME WAY TO SPEND YOUR DAY, SITTING AT THE 
FEET OF JESUS. My heart’s cry is, “Lord, I want to be just like You 
to others, so that people see You for who You really are.”  I am 
very passionate about sharing an accurate portrayal of Jesus with 
others because I was hurt and disappointed in the past by others 
who professed to be believers, but displayed a false, confusing 
picture of our Lord.  I am all in LORD! What do I need to do? 

During this time of sitting at the feet of Jesus, He was showing 
me all kinds of things about my life that were not in line with His 
will for me as His child.  So, as He washed me with His Word in the 
morning and night, I would cling to Him during my busy days. Not 
perfectly, but consistently, asking Him all sorts of questions all the 
time. Lord who? Lord what?  Lord why?  Lord where?  Lord when? 
and Lord how?  I began asking Him about everything and He so 
graciously gave answers and opened doors about the things I was 
asking.  With His leading, by the movement of His Holy Spirit, and 

my obedience to His Word, by my willingness to go with Him no 
matter where He was taking me, thus began my freedom journey. 
Most of the things He began to reveal were scary, challenging, 
embarrassing, and overwhelming, but He assured me that He 
was not going to leave me nor forsake me.  Jesus was showing 
me that my sin, my pain, my pride, my unforgiveness, my anger, 
my fears, and my jealousies were keeping me from conforming 
into His image and that I cannot have these things in my heart 
if my desire was to be like Him to others.  Jesus, by way of His 
Holy Spirit, revealed Truth and exposed what was/is hidden in the 
darkness of my heart, soul, and mind, bringing great healing and 
restoration that can only be found in Him.  My freedom He bought 
with His blood. He continues to show me increasingly what this 
means.  All of what I have learned and continue to learn is too 
much to express properly in letter form.  If you could see my face, 
my eyes, for I have seen the Lord and He has done great things 
for me! He has called and is equipping me to be a safe place for 
others to find and walk in their freedom in Christ Jesus.  There 
is so much more to my testimony of freedom in Christ and I am 
willing to share with anyone personally if you are interested in 
knowing more.  Just ask me.

After much prayer and clear direction from the Lord, Him 
introducing me to Christy and Amy, hearing their stories of what 
He has done and is doing for them in this area of freedom, He is 
giving us the opportunity to share more of this journey of freedom 
with you.  We look forward to sharing more with you as we come 
together for this scriptural application study You Are Free, Be Who 
You Already Are.  I cannot wait to see what the Lord has instore for 
all of us! Will you join us? 

A MESSAGE FROM CHRISTY ZAUCHA



Hi! I’m Amy Langton and I am celebrating my 19th year of 
marriage with my husband, Rich. Rich and I have been attending 
FBC for over 20 years and love our church family. In this season of 
our lives, we can be found most nights of the week at a sporting 
event watching our kids do their thing and honestly, we wouldn’t 
want to be anywhere else. Our son, Garrett, is 15, and currently a 
sophomore and our daughter Ryleigh, is 13, and in the 8th grade. 
We have two older married daughters, Kate and Jen.

Do you ever feel like you can’t get over the hump? That you have 
struggled with the same thing over and over and you don’t even 
want to pray about it anymore because you are sick of asking God 
for help with the same thing? Or maybe you just feel overwhelmed 
with the demands of life - raising kids, singleness, your weight, 
job pressures, the death of a loved one, etc…  For me, I’ve felt all 
of the above at some time or another and I’ve struggled trying to 
be who I thought God wanted me to be. Yet, the more I tried, the 
more I was left feeling like a big hot mess of failures, guilt from 
not meeting mine and others’ expectations, and ugly ole’ shame.

Until…I started to find freedom…Freedom from my own negative, 
crazy thoughts about myself, freedom from the demands I placed 
on myself to be who I thought God wanted me to be, freedom 
from being a people pleaser…True freedom to be who God wanted 
me to be - free to be who He made me to be. That’s why I’m so 
excited (and a bit nervous) to teach a class on this exact topic 
called You are Free; Be Who You Already Are by Rebekah Lyons. 
Come on out on Wednesday evenings and join me as we find our 
way to freedom together. 

This is an 8-week study held on Wednesday 
mornings at 10AM and evenings at 6PM. 
Study begins January 17th. Cost is $10 for 
the Study Guide (required). 
The book can be purchased if desired for 
$15, but is not required.  

Amy’s Story



S U R V I V I N G
THE HOLIDAYS

“My first Holiday without 
him was horrible.  I 

just wanted to go to 
sleep the day before 

Thanksgiving and wake 
up January 2nd.”

A MESSAGE FROM JEORGE FIERRO
Facilitator of First Baptist Church GriefShare

It’s hard enough to get up and make it through an 
average day when you have lost a loved one. But when the 
expectations of Thanksgiving and Christmas are added on 
top of this, feelings of loneliness, anxiety, and despair can be 
magnified.  Sometime feels can be so intense, those who are 
grieving believe they will not make it through the Holidays.  
Experiencing intense emotions over the Holidays is normal, 
you are not alone.  Here are a few recommended ideas to 
support you or someone you may know going through the 
journey of grief:

•Embrace these intense feelings and cherish the holiday 
memories of your loved one.  Those memories are a gift to 
hold and pass on to others.
•Expect the emotional ambush outcomes that may be 
ignited from a smell, song, food, or any other holiday 
experience.  They still will be there, yet the expectation will 
help lessen the surprise impact.
•Be intentional in filling your void with good encouraging 
conduct.  Decide in advance how you can make the holiday 
preparation meaningful for you, yet manageable without 
overburden.

•If you decide to attend a holiday event think about driving 
yourself there so that if the atmosphere gets uncomfortable 
you can leave anytime you want.
•Make it a point to be with people who will support and 
care for you.
•Just because you do not feel God’s presence He is still 
there.  Let Him comfort you.

Each holiday after your loved one’s death will bring new 
changes, more memories, and pain.  But, be encouraged that 
through each year the journey does get calmer.

“It’s been 2 years now since I lost my husband.  It has been 
so hard, so many challenges.  Not sure what have become 
of me if GriefShare had not been available to me.  God 
used GriefShare to help me journey through the Holidays.  
My life has been blessed because of those who gave their 
time through GriefShare.”- First Baptist Church GriefShare 
participant.



Y O U T H
M I N I S T R Y

Wednesday, December 6 we are having a combined youth group 
Christmas Party from 6:00-7:30 pm. We will be having a “White 
Elephant Gift Exchange.” Students are asked to bring a wrapped 
second hand/used item from home or spend $5.00 or so on a 
gift to exchange. We will be also celebrating Jesus birth with a 
birthday cake and ice cream!
 

Saturday, December 9 we will be serving at Project Christmas 
(Wexford Civic Center) as “Human Shopping Carts” from 9:30 am 
to 11:30 am. Students will need to arrive and meet me outside 
of the front doors at 9:15am so that we can sign in as a group. If 
your student would like to serve at this event please let me know 
by November 30.
 

 Wednesday, December 13 we will be combining with Awana 
and the rest of the church for a Christmas Program from 6:00-7:30 
pm in the Sanctuary.
 

No youth groups Wednesday, December 20 or Wednesday, 
December 27 for Christmas Break. Youth Group will start back 
Wednesday, January 3 for a combined Talent Show night from 
6:00-7:30 pm.
 

 We will be having a trip to the 3 Mile Project in Grand Rapids 
Saturday, February 17. This event is a combined event sponsored by 
Temple Hill Baptist Church, Northland Community Church and FBC. 

The 3 Mile Project is an event center in Walker, Michigan that 
features an indoor Reball course, indoor athletic courts, indoor 
skateboard park, video game stations, movie theaters, etc. We will 
be meeting at Temple Hill Church in Cadillac at 11:00 am and will 
return to Temple Hill Church at7:00 pm. Students will need to bring 
a sack lunch to eat on the ride down and we will be having pizza 
for dinner. We will be traveling in two school buses and our FBC 
church van. The cost is $10.00 if you RSVP/Pay by December 31 
or $15.00 by February 9!

October 27 through October 29 we had 47 students and leaders 
from FBC that went on a Fall Retreat to Pleasant Valley Bible 
Camp, led by myself and Pastor Andy Brubaker from Temple Hill 
Baptist Church. Students had a great time participating in all the 
activities and being refueled by the four chapels throughout the 
weekend. In total, around 100 people attended the retreat from six 
different churches.

Student have been busy fundraising: selling 2018 calendars, 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts and a Culvers’ Fundraiser night, earning 
money towards the Answers in Genesis Creation Museum and 
Cincinnati Zoo Trip in May. Students will be leaving Friday, May 4 
and returning Sunday, May 6, as they embark on a trip in which 
they will explore a museum dedicated to teaching the Biblical truth 
that God Created everything out of nothing (ex nihilo). If you would 
like to make a donation towards this trip, please see me.

Dear Parents,
          It is hard to 

believe we are going into 
the last month of the year. 
The Christmas season is 
one my favorite times of 
year as we celebrate the 
birth of our Savior and 
spend extra time with 
family.



*If you would like to have items included into the newsletter - have them in to Pastor Chad by the 15th of the month.*

We received a special gift of $100,000 in October. Wow! This gift was designated as follows:  $35,000 for the General Fund, 
$35,000 for the Building Fund, $15,000 for Missions, and $15,000 for Haiti Missions. What an incredible blessing! A portion of 
the Missions gift has already been used to provide airfare for one of our missionaries and his wife to travel to Canada when 
their son tragically passed away. What an opportunity to help in their time of desperate need!

General Fund giving was strong even without the special gift. Overall, the General Fund was $43,525.94 favorable to budget 
for giving for October.

With the special gift included, the Building Fund is now $11,924.08 favorable to budget for the year. 
On the spending side, the General Fund is $44,000 favorable to budget in terms of YTD spending. Overall, the General Fund 

has spent $110,447.96 less than what has been received for the year. Incredible!
The balance of the mortgage as of 10/31/17 was $229,352.95 with sixteen (16) payments remaining.
There is currently $219,147.65 in reserved (escrow) funds. As far as I know, this is a historic high. More than half of this 

balance is for the Cadillac Area Backpack Program, which has nearly $117,000 on hand. Another significant amount is for Haiti 
missions, with a total of $43,445 on hand for this purpose as of this month.

The church now has over $500,000  in cash on hand. $41,045 is for Shepherd’s Table, $219,148 is reserved for various 
purposes in the escrow accounts, and the remaining $285,351 is available for general purposes. About $70,000 of this amount 
is invested in short-term Certificates of Deposit and will therefore earn a small amount of interest each year.

Financial  Update for November 



FIRE ALARM RESPONSE PLAN

1.  Everyone in the building is required to exit the building and move away from the building.

2.  Pastors, elders, ushers, discovery hour teachers and safety & security team members will be responsible 
for directing and assisting in the evacuation of the building.

3.   Parents with children in the nursery shall go directly to the nursery and get their children and exit the build-
ing using the West exit located at the nursery.

4.   If the fire alarm system is activated during Discovery Hour, the teachers will guide everyone in their room to 
the proper exit according to the exit plan posted within the room. They will ensure that everyone has exited 
the room and the door to the room has been closed.

5.   People located in the Sanctuary will be directed by the pastor to exit the room using the South and South-
east exit. Those who have children in the nursery will go directly to the nursery. Those who have trouble 
walking down stairs will exit from the room by using the front exit and proceed North to the exit.

6.  People located in the Commons will be directed by the pastor to exit the room by using the two North exits. 
People with children in the nursery will go directly to the nursery.

7.  Children located in the FBC Kids rooms will be directed by their leader to exit the room according to the 
exit plan posted on the room door. The leader shall ensure that everyone has exited the room and the door 
to the room has been closed.

8.   The two safety & security team members that are working shall go to the fire alarm panel in the North com-
mons hallway, determine what activated the fire alarm system, silence the alarm, determine if the alarm is 
valid or is false. If the alarm is determined to be a false alarm, notify the monitoring company to cancel the 
alarm.

9.   If it has been determined that the alarm is false, everyone can be told to return to the building.  

10.   At the beginning of every new discovery hour, the people in the room shall be told how they will exit the 
room if the fire alarm is activated. The pastors shall also advice the people located in the Sanctuary and 
Commons how the room will be exited.

11.   If a fire is discovered, Safety & Security member(s) shall activate the fire alarm system, call 911, assist 
in the evacuation of the building and advise the fire department upon their arrival as to the location of the 
fire.


