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Is it pronounced “homo – genius” or “hom
o gen us”? I still don’t know. But however it is
articulated, the word is not meant to be found in
the vocabulary of Christ’s Church. Something that
is homogenous is all the same, lacking in diversity.
This concept is quite a contrast with the picture
of the Church as Christ’s Body – highly diversified
while supernaturally united.
Interestingly (perhaps sadly), homogeneity was
a church growth principle of days gone by. The idea
was that if you gather together a group of people
who are all the same (age, race, culture, etc.) then
that group has the potential to grow and grow
rapidly. They will all look alike, think alike, talk alike,
even sing alike. Therefore, churches should be
rather narrow in their focus/target. Homogeneity is
especially attractive in a consumer driven culture.
People choose and get exactly what they want! On
a practical level, this principle is absolutely true. It
works. Homogenous groups of people will grow
most rapidly.
But just because something is practical does

not mean that it is biblical. I contend that the
picture of the Church in God’s Word is anything
but homogenous. It is full of diversity – different
ages, races, cultures, points of view. And Jesus
brings all of this diversity together in a Gospel unity
that the world can’t explain. On a natural level it
shouldn’t work. But the Church isn’t natural. It is
supernatural. And as such it points to the God
through whom all things are possible.
As a Church Family, we are learning how to
be this kind of supernatural church-the kind of
church that defies naturalistic, pragmatic church
growth principles and instead trusts in God’s
ability to make us something that the world can’t
explain. We are learning how to do life together
with people who don’t look like us, think like us, talk
like us, or even sing like us. And in the process,
God is growing us to be mature in Him. Thanks
for being part of movement that goes against not
only the world culture, but the church culture of
the past which has been tried and found wanting.
Bring on 2018!
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Conquer Series:

The Battle Plan For Purity
•

10 week DVD series, cost is
$20/ person for the Study Guide

•
•
•

Series begins February 17, 2018
Trailer: https://conquerseries.com/
Contact Chris Crawley at
231-884-0272 or
ccrawley98@gmail.com
if interested.

CARPENTERS

UNION

Connecting & Building Christian Men
Feeling God’s tug that I needed to network with other men from
our church, approximately two months ago I decided to attend a
Saturday morning Bible study of the Carpenters Union. I had read
on the church website the Carpenters Union seeks to provide an
atmosphere in which men can feel comfortable discussing real-life
situations with each other. The site notes that the group explores
what God’s Word says about specific situations and issues that
impact men and identifies and examines practical solutions and
applications straight from Scripture.
As I had not interacted with anyone familiar with the group, I
wasn’t sure what to expect. Would it be comprised of older guys,
like me? Would I fit in? Did I need to possess an in depth knowledge
of the Bible? What if none in the group had ever experienced issues
like mine? Would I taint myself by bringing them up? What might I
learn or contribute? In spite of these thoughts, resulting in a bit of
apprehension, I decided to take a chance.
I walked into the room positively greeted by seven men, each
extending a verbal welcome and outstretched arms leading to a
series of firm handshakes. As I was directed to the coffee and
donuts, a feeling of ease and acceptance quickly set in.
I soon realized I was the elder member of the group, eclipsing
some by twenty to thirty plus years. I have to admit that prior to
attending I incorrectly assumed my senior status would likely
match the others. After all, experience had shown me that it’s the
older, resolute, Christian men that generally have the time and

desire to meet. I was pleasantly surprised at the mix of men.
The group is currently wrapping up a review of an eight session
Biblically based DVD series with an accompanying study guide
entitled Wild at Heart by John Eldredge. As the author states,
there are a number of fundamental questions impacting men that
simply cannot be answered at the kitchen table. Questions such
as; who am I as a man? What am I destined for? What am I made
of? Matters like these, and others, are discussed based on God’s
Word as it relates to our experiences, thoughts, and aspirations. A
new series will soon start.
While I do not wish to speak for others, experience also confirms
that many people are fearful, thus reluctant, to venture stepping
into such groups without receiving a personal invitation. This
is particularly true for men. If one is not forthcoming, there is a
strong possibility a connection will not be made. Therefore, even if
you have not been personally invited, I hope the men of our church
will take a leap of faith and try the Carpenters Union. There are no
initiation fees, no resume requirements, no attendance monitoring,
and no pressure to extend one’s self beyond their comfort level.
Instead, there is the opportunity to meet and interact with other
men and discover Biblical truths that can improve your life.
The Carpenters Union normally meets from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
on the first and third Saturdays of each month. Meetings are held
in the “Underground” room and are posted on the First Baptist
Church website. I encourage you to give the Carpenters Union a try.

Single parents come into
the position of parenting
along a number of ways:
divorce, separation, death,
adoption, abandonment,
legal guardianship or a
father or mother who
chooses to raise a child on
his or her own.

REST FOR SINGLE PARENTS
If you are a single, parent, you can probably relate:
“I can’t do another day. I can’t do another minute, let alone
a whole day.” - Rob, single dad.
“I’m worn out. I’m frustrated with life. I don’t know what to
do that’s best for my kids.” - Lois, single mom.
Hagar probably wondered the same thing. The book of
Genesis in the Bible describes the story of Hagar, a servant
in Abraham’s household. She was a single mother who was
betrayed and then banished into the desert. Imagine how
hopeless Hagar must have felt as she and her son were sent
away from their home, with food and water strapped to her
shoulders to last how long? The desert stretched endlessly
as she wandered with her son, carefully rationing her
provisions until, finally, the food and water were gone. With
no other options, she laid her starving child under a bush and
collapsed at a distance to avoid seeing him die. They both
began to cry. In the parched wasteland, erased of human
comfort, two frail voices rose up from the desert.
Do you Identify with Hagar? Maybe you can taste her
bitterness when you think about being rejected by your child’s
other parent or her sadness when you can’t provide for your
children like you want to. Perhaps you feel her despair and
her loneliness when you wake up in the morning faced with
living that day without anyone to help you.

Perhaps you want to believe God loves you, but you can’t
understand why a loving God would allow pain and suffering
in your life. If He cares about you, wouldn’t He do something
about it? The answer is, yes.
God heard Hagar’s son crying and called to Hagar from
heaven, What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid: God has
heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take
him by the hand.”
Hagar was truly in a hopeless situation. Only God could
rescue her, and He did. God opened Hagar’s eyes to a nearby
pool of water. Her vision blurred by tears, she must have
thought it a mirage at first, but it wasn’t.
The same God who heard Hagar and her son hears your
cries today. He knows the cries of your heart that are too
deep for expression: the tears you’ve cried for your children,
for yourself. And He hears the cries of your children, too. He
says to you from Matthew 11:28: “Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” He wants
you to have abiding rest now in His Son Jesus Christ, even
amidst the busyness and chaos of daily life.
The Single and Parenting sessions can offer you new hope
and help. Join us on Thursday nights from 6:30 to 8:00. The
children have a separate session so you can relax and rest.

Dear Parents,

		I am
praying that y’all have a
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! I am looking
forward to seeing what God
has in store for FBC Youth
Ministry in 2018.

YOUTH

MINISTRY

Wednesday, January 3 we will be kicking off the New
Year with a combined Junior High and High School youth
group from 6:00-7:30 pm. We will be having a Talent Show
for students that would like to come out and display their
talents: musical, singing, dancing, jokes, juggling, acting,
etc. We will also will preparing for our upcoming series,
Old Testament Survey with an Introduction to the Bible
message.
Wednesday, January 10, 17 and 24 we are having a
series looking at the books of the Old Testament. Junior
High meets from 6:00 - 7:30 pm and High School, 6:45 8:15 pm.
Wednesday, January 31 we are starting a series looking
at the books of the New Testament. Junior High meets
from 6:00 - 7:30 pm and High School, 6:45 - 8:15 pm
Discover Hour kicks off on Sunday, January 7 from
10:00 - 10:45 am. Mrs. Mindy Cucinella will be teaching
Junior High in room #117 and Mrs. Erica Crawley will be
teaching High School in the High School Game Room.

Friday, January 19 starting at 8:00 pm we are having a
Youth Ministry LockIn. The LockIn will last until 8:00 am on
Saturday morning. The LockIn will include, three hours at Pine
Grove Athletic Club for swimming, basketball and racket
ball from 10:00pm until 1:00 am. At FBC we will have games,
movies, video games, pizza, snacks, pop, devotions and lots
of fun! There will be a designated sleeping quarters for boys
and one for girls for students to sleep if they want to, and The
Carpenter Union Men’s Ministry will be cooking breakfast for
students on Saturday morning. Students will need modest
bathing suits and a towel for Pine Grove, athletic shoes for
basketball/racket ball. Sleeping bags, pillows for sleeping
quarters at church and appropriate sleeping attire. Parents
please let me know if you are able to help chaperone at any
point during the evening (maybe 24 hour shift) also if you are
able to help with transportation of students to Pine Grove and
back to church. There is a $7.00 cost for the event if paid
by January 5 or $10.00 if paid by January 17. Students
will also need a have a signed consent form filled out.

Financial Update for November
Giving remains strong for November. As of the end of November the General Fund is $74,164 favorable
to budget, and the Building fund is $19,018 favorable to budget. This is a total of $93,182 in revenue that has
been received over what we have needed to reach our budget.
Spending is on an excellent trend as well, with YTD spending below budget by just over $54,000.
As of 11/30/17 the church has received $139,559 more than what has been spent. General Fund results
account for $122,493 of this amount, while the building fund accounts for the remaining $17,067.
Over $1 million has now come into the church for 2017. Remarkable!
*If you would like to have items included into the newsletter - have them in to Pastor Chad by the 15th of the month.*

