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WORSHIP SERVICE
SUMMER HOURS

FBC NEWSLETTER
NOT ALL YOUTH ARE LEAVING THE CHURCH!
life and leadership of the church.
Inspired by Hope College youth,
this plan is intergenerational, relational and entrepreneurial.

Church leaders are very aware of the
steep decline in church attendance
and religious affiliation among the millennial generation and adults who no
longer connect with a church.
What is generally overlooked, however, is this encouraging reality: not all
youth and adults leave the church, nor
do they abandon Jesus. Their reasons
for staying in church possess an elegant simplicity:
They enjoy meaningful relationships with adult mentors
 They discover a deeper intimacy
with Jesus
 They develop a sense of mission


THE
G E N E R AT I O N
SPARK STRATEGY
Generation Spark gives church leaders a research-based action plan to
not only retain youth (ages 16–24) and
adults (ages 45 and older) but also
attract and fully integrate them into the

Funded by a national foundation,
the Generation Spark strategy
helps churches bring together
youth and adults in one-to-one
mentoring relationships that have a
unique shared purpose: to identify,
assess and recommend solutions
for real problems in church and
community. A prayer partner supports each relationship.

 NO Discovery Hour
Classes for the summer
 10:00 AM Worship
Service in the Sanctuary
Please take advantage of
the many ways to be informed about what is
happening in the life of
the church family.

FBC Website:
www.firstbaptistcadillac.org
FBC Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/
firstbaptistcadillac.org

...More on pg. 9

IIF YOU WOULD LIIKE TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT GENERATION
SPARK, PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN
INFORMATION MEETING

FBC Email Address:
office@firstbaptistcadillac.org
First Baptist Church
125 Stimson Street
Cadillac, Michigan 49601
(231)775-5629

THURSDAY, JULY 12th
6:00 PM
ROOM 100
SIGN UP AT THE INFO BOOTH TODAY!

We must have at Least 4
Young adults (age 16-24)
signed up
See Pastor Chad for more info
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JULY 23-26

6:00—8:30 PM

VBS is only 3 weeks away! "Fast Track" registration for VBS is still open. Register
now and avoid the lines! Forms are available in FBCkids Area , info booths, and you can
also download and print your form on the church website. You can also grab postcards
at the info booth to reach out and invite your friends and neighbors!

 For the year through June 2018, giving is favorable to budget by $8,728.39.
 We are within about $5,200 of receiving all that we anticipated for the building fund (to cover January and

February monthly payment). This should enable us to put the entire planned amount into the building
capital reserve fund. This should end up being about $75,000.
 Spending is right on pace with where it should be at the midway point of the year, with no real items of

concern to note. The General Fund has spent slightly more than what has been received (by about
$3,000), but that is due to payments made in advance, primarily for Mission support.
 Cash balance of $394,507.70 as of 6/30/18, of which $143,627.89 is available to cover budgeted expen-

ditures.
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JOIN US
Sunday, July 22nd at 10 AM
Center Lake Bible Camp
Worship * baptisms * picnic * games *
Swimming * friends * fellowship
Lunch is provided
Look forward to seeing you there!

LIFELINE SCREENING
Wednesday, July 18th
ONLY 14 SPOTS REMAINING
register today at
1-888-653-6441
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle

RETIREES LUNCHEON
Tuesday, July 10th
11:30 AM in the Commons
Menu:
Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Macaroni &
Cheese, Broccoli Cauliflower Salad, Dessert,
Coffee, Tea
~prepared by Rose Lockhart
We are asking for a donation of $8 each. If
this is too much, please contact Esther at
775-7623 or Luaine 884-4880 as we have a
fund to help.
Sign up at the info booth
Program: Hymn Sing with Linda Hansen and
Al Dumond in the Sanctuary
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Pastor David Wilson

We have some exciting
things happening in youth
ministry in July:
Wednesday, July 11 is
our Beach Day at 5th Ave
Beach in Manistee. We will
be leaving FBC at 9:30
am and returning to FBC
at 6:00 pm. Students will
need to eat breakfast before
arriving to FBC, picnic lunch
will be provided, and students will need to bring
money for dinner at Burger
King on the way back to
FBC. RSVP date is July 5.
There is no
cost for the
trip
aside
from the meal
mentioned
above. If the
weather
is
bad, August
1 will be our
makeup date.
I am in need of parents to
help drive and chaperone,
please let me know if anyone would like to help.
July 14 through July 22 a
group of students and leaders will be taking a mission
trip to Rockport, Texas to
help with Hurricane Harvey
Relief. Hurricane Harvey hit

the gulf coast of Texas in
late August of 2017. It did
125 billion dollars worth of
damage, 2nd most of all time
in the US. It affected 13 billion people and damaged
135,000 homes. It dumped
27 trillion gallons of water in
the affected areas causing
massive flooding. We will
be staying at First Baptist
Church of Rockport and coordinating our work assignments through them. We will
be performing light construction, debris removal and
other labor as needed. We

will be driving down to Rockport (about 23 hours) in the
church van and another vehicle. We have four leaders
going: Pastor David Wilson, Erica Crawley, Tom
Pierson and Kimberly
Smith.
Ten
students: Sydney Hart, Jacklynne Powell, Grace Leonard, Hannah Smith, Sabrina Crago, Katie Crago,
Cole Flint, Josh Fauble,

Cale Mickelson
Roberts.


and

Jake

Please pray for our safe
travels and that we would
represent Christ well as we
love on the Rockport community.

Looking ahead to August,
our Capstone of Summer
Party will be at Travis and
Brandi Flint’s home: 10213 S.
39 Rd Cadillac on Monday, August 20 from 6:00 pm-9:00 pm.
We will be having a bonfire,
cookout
and
games. Cost is free!

For up-to-date youth
information, please see
our Facebook page at
First Baptist Church of
Cadillac Youth Ministry,
as well as our bulletin board
outside of the Commons. If you
have more questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me at
david@firstbaptistcadillac.org.
Blessings!

David
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COST: $10
July 1st & 8th
Available at the back of the sanctuary
Benefits the upcoming Lift Tour Youth Conference in February.

SUNDAY, JULY 29th
8:30—9:30 AM
in the Commons
Breakfast will be by donation and proceeds
will go towards sending team members to
Haiti.

Order forms available: July 29th
Orders due: August 12
Bagels delivered: August 26
Cost is $1.00 per bagel
All proceeds will go towards sending
team members to Haiti.

Page 6

FBC NEWSLETTER

MOVING FORWARD — A FEW THOUGHTS
by Jerry Adams
Recently, I read the book “Hand Me
Another Brick” by Charles R. Swindoll.
The author deals with Christian leadership principles and relies heavily on the
example of Nehemiah as a strong
leader who was confronted with the
task of rebuilding Jerusalem’s wall. He
did so with God’s blessings and the
help of his people in spite of obstacles,
naysayers, and other challenges. You
may recall that 2 Chronicles 36 records
the end of Judah’s history and the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity,
occurring around 586 BC. The Babylonians burned the house of the Lord,
broke down the wall of Jerusalem,
burned all buildings within the walls,
and destroyed all valuable articles.
At a recent church business meeting,
Pastor Chad gleefully communicated
that the church mortgage of the past
twenty years was soon to be paid in
full. The funds generated from that
mortgage were used to enlarge the
physical size of First Baptist Church
and complete various internal improvements designed to accommodate the ongoing growth and expanding range of church activities. As
should be, his words precipitated a
hearty round of applause and sighs of
relief from a number of folks. What a
joy to be free of debt. Now, we can
relax. Right? In closing, Pastor Chad
offered a concise thought that caused
me to reflect on Nehemiah’s efforts.
He stated, “Who knows what God
might have in store for First Baptist
Church as we enter the coming
years?”
Swindoll notes that Nehemiah’s approach to the wall’s rebuilding was
based on a vision provided by God.
Proverbs 16:9 says, “The mind of man

plans his way, but the Lord directs his
steps.” I appreciate, and am highly
thankful, that we are not rebuilding a
destroyed structure such as that
faced by Nehemiah. However, the
thought of what might lie ahead for
First Baptist Church intrigued me. As I
pondered the future, I thought about
our church and its role as a voice for
God uniquely positioned in downtown Cadillac. Unlike many houses of

worship that have gravitated to rural
settings, First Baptist is an urban beacon of light.
In contemplating the future, I found
myself focusing on two somewhat
distinct areas, those being physical in
orientation and those of a spiritual
realm. Regarding the physical, pertaining to site and building needs, my
past ties with the city made me
acutely aware of the fact that the
church is positioned in a neighborhood likely to undergo a range of
changes over the next several years.
Some of these are underway, others
are in the planning stage, and some
are yet unknown. I recognized that
each has the potential to impact how

we’ve functioned in the past in
either subtle or possibly significant
ways. For instance:
▪ The property to our immediate
west, the Cobbs & Mitchell Building site, is undergoing rehabilitation to accommodate professional
offices and other possible uses.
The parking lot associated with
the
building,
historically
“borrowed” by First Baptist for
parking, is being reconfigured with
changes to vehicular access and
pedestrian flow. Although likely to
remain available, the new design
will render it somewhat less convenient.
▪ The former grocery store site to
the immediate north was recently
approved by the city for the development of seventy-two market
rate apartments with internal
parking. It is roughly estimated the
apartments will house between
125 to 175 people within very
close walking distance of First Baptist. What an opportunity for the
church! As part of the project the
city is programming the application of angle parking in the public
right-of-way along Chapin Street.
▪ A portion of the parking lot located immediately east of the administrative offices of the Cadillac
Area Public Schools (north of Howard Street) is commonly used by
the church for parking on Sundays
and at other times. Approximately
52 spaces are owned by the
schools. With the recent approval
of the school bond, the school has
indicated the administrative offices will be relocated. As such, the
future disposition of the building
and our opportunity for the con-
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tinued use of the associated parking
is unknown.
▪ The grounds of First Baptist abut
two privately owned sites positioned
within close proximity of the church.
While neither are on the market at
this time, both have the potential to
be sold at some point in the future. If
they come up for sale, should we purchase them to accommodate our
building space and/or parking needs?
In thinking about the above, I also
recognize that our church is an aging
structure, albeit a beautiful one. With
time and use there are needs associated with maintaining the various
systems that comprise the church.
Heating and air conditioning systems,
electrical components, media needs,
plumbing systems, parking lots and
sidewalks, and the like have to be
maintained or, in some instances, we
may find it beneficial to update. This
is not meant to imply that our sys-
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tems are failing at the moment. Simply,
that at some point improvements will
be needed. Similarly, as church attendance grows and/or as a result of our
desire to serve God in new ways, there
may be a need to alter the physical
spaces of the church as they presently
exist.

involve new forms of mission work,
expanded youth activities, targeted
programs for special needs groups,
greater outreach efforts to our surrounding neighborhood, increased
use of social media, or other proRegarding spiritual opportunities, it is grams as yet to be developed.
exciting to imagine what God has in
mind for us both internally in serving The mortgage has been paid off but
our members and guests and externally God’s work continues. Hopefully
via outreach programs. Historically, we are receptive to tackling future
First Baptist Church has been one of the needs as our Lord and Savior premost aggressive places of worship pur- sents, whether they are oriented to
suant to establishing, funding and man- meeting physical challenges that
aging community outreach services. We may surface or addressing spiritual
do this for God’s glory as we function as opportunities. It is nice to rest for
His servants to win lost souls for Christ. the moment but again, as Pastor
Chad said; “Who knows what God
Who knows where God will direct us in might have in store for First Baptist
the future. I am not a predictor of such Church as we enter the coming
things but I do know He will open op- years?” By the way, Nehemiah and
portunities if given the chance. It might his people met with success in rebuilding the wall.

In 2012 a mission trip was undertaken to Haiti to work with children in a Vacation Bible School setting. While there
the need for clean water was identified and an action plan was developed. Throughout the development of this plan
the idea was to supply two resources for the people of Haiti, safe water and jobs. To accomplish this it became evident that the groundwork here in the States needed to be volunteer so that the project could afford to hire the labor
in Haiti. Through partnering with other groups the project has grown to 4 full time workers in Haiti doing the preparation of materials, installing the filers and follow-up for maintaining the filters to correct standards. By early 2016 the
team has installed nearly 500 filters.
Thank you to all who have contributed to Haiti Clean Water. In May and June we have received $3,670! What a
blessing! We need an additional $7.638 to finish 2018. Did you know that only $11 per month for a year will provide
a water filter for a family? That is just $0.37 a day. Who can help? Can you?
Contributions can be made at the First Baptist Cadillac website
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FBC TECH MINISTRY
Are you technology-minded? Do you have an ear for how things should sound? What about an eye for how things
should look on the "big screen?" Do you like the idea of helping out on a Sunday morning, but would like to be
more of a "behind the scenes" instead of "on the stage" person? If you answered "yes" to any of these questions,
the Tech Ministry may be for you!
FBC is building a team of techs consisting of adults and teens 15 or older who are dependable, teachable, and
quick problem solvers. Experience with sound equipment would be nice, but not required. A basic understanding of
computers is suggested. Once our team has been adequately trained and staffed, the goal is for most members to
serve one service/month.
If you would like to be a part of the FBC Tech Team, please complete this survey.
If you have any specific questions about what we do or how you may fit into our ministry, please email
techteam@firstbaptistcadillac.org.
Also, if you have family members who didn't receive this email or survey link ( https://goo.gl/forms/
k5XrlEoIidKoy8Kf1), please forward the link to them so they can fill it out!
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Tested for over a decade at Hope College’s Center for Leadership, these problem-based intergenerational relationships
provide an appreciative context for faith formation, leadership development and relevant missional services that makes a
difference.
“It’s not just talk, it’s action. In my 42 years of ministry...Generation Spark is unique in that it finally is doing the ‘something’ we have been talking
about for decades by incorporating two of the overlooked groups — youth as well as older members — into the accomplishment of the task.”
—Rev. Joel Boot, retired executive director of the Christian Reformed Church in North America

PROGRAM ELEMENTS
Generation Spark (GS) is a church ministry, not a youth ministry. This intergenerational mentoring ministry integrates
youth and adults into the life and leadership of the church.
Authentic, safe and non-threatening relationships between youth and adults are at the heart of GS. These relationships
give youth and adults the opportunity to:





Learn from and about each other
Make a difference by solving church and community problems
Develop a deeper intimacy with Jesus while growing in calling, faith and prayer
Acquire and apply leadership skills, including critical thinking and problem-solving

FIVE LIFE-CHANGING TRUTHS
The church owns GS, providing multi-generational leadership, volunteers and, most importantly, an appreciative context within which participants, young and old internalize five lifechanging truths:



 “I am needed.”
 “I am heard.”
 “I belong!”
 “I made a difference.”
“I believe…and I know why I believe.”

Church leaders validate the youth by celebrating their contributions and giving serious consideration to youth recommendations regarding relevant problems in church and community.
GS is woven into the worship, outreach, discipleship and youth ministries at the church.
Churches piloting GS will be located within three hours (by car) from Hope College and have at least 10 youth and 20
adults.

