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 DECEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER 

Please take advantage of 

the many ways to be in-

formed about what is 

happening in the life of 

the church family. 

COME ENJOY THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 

Presented by the FBC Choir 
Sunday, December 9th 

6:00 PM 
In the Sanctuary 

CHRISTMAS 
SKIT/ SING-A-LONG 

 
Wednesday,  
December 19 

6:00 PM 
In the Sanctuary 

 
Join us for this evening of 
celebrating Christmas with 
our Awana families.  All 
ages are invited.  Re-
freshments will follow in the 
Commons.   
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Ministry UpdateMinistry UpdateMinistry UpdateMinistry Update: We are in the early planning stages of 

this ministry. The Leadership Team went through training 
with Hope College on October 13th. We are preparing to 
connect with potential participants in the coming weeks to 
pair the participants together. Our goal is to offer ministry 

training to the participants during the winter/spring Discovery 
hour. This ministry is meant to further illustrate First Baptist’s 
intergenerational cohesive approach by partnering our youth 
ages 16-24 with other members and frequent attenders age 
45+. If you have any questions or an interest in this ministry, 
please feel free to reach out to Katelyn Richard at 231-878-
3739 or katelyn.j.richard@gmail.com - We are excited for 
this ministry to launch and greatly appreciate prayer and 
support.  Learn more about Generation Spark at  https://
hope.edu/academics/center-leadership/generation-spark/

index.html 
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In the Commons 
Suggested Donation: $5 per person 



Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe we are 

going into the last month of 

the year. The Christmas 

season is one my favorite 

times of year as we cele-

brate the birth of our Sav-

ior and spend extra time 

with family.  I want to re-

mind everyone of 

the church’s programming 

cancellation policy. If Cadil-

lac Public School cancels 

due to the weather, then 

all programming at FBC is 

cancelled for the day too 

(that includes Youth Group 

and Awana). 

    Wednesday, December 

5 and Wednesday Decem-

ber 12 Youth Groups will 

meet at normal times: Jun-

ior High 6:00 pm -7:30 pm 

and High School 6:45 pm-

8:15. 

    Saturday, December 

8 we will be serving 

at Project Christ-

mas (Wexford Civic Center) 

as “Human Shopping Carts” 

from 10:00 am to 12:00 

pm. Students will need to 

arrive and meet me outside 

of the front doors at 9:55 am 

so that we can sign in as a 

group. Students that are 13 

years old or younger will not 

be permitted to leave the 

building until a parent picks 

them up.  

    Wednesday, December 

19 we are having a combined 

youth group Christmas Party 

from 6:00-7:30 pm. We will 

be having a “White Elephant 

Gift Exchange.” Students are 

asked to bring a wrapped sec-

ond hand/used item from 

home or spend $5.00 or so on 

a gift to exchange. We will be 

also celebrating Jesus birth 

with a birthday cake and ice 

cream!  

   No youth groups Wednes-

day, December 26 or Wednes-

day, January 2 for Christmas 

Break. Youth Group will start 

back Wednesday, January 9 for 

our normal meeting times: Junior 

High 6:00 pm-7:30pm and High 

School 6:45 pm-8:15. 

   All the spots are full for the Lift 

Tour Youth Conference in Febru-

ary. Please let me know if you 

would like to be put on a waiting 

list in case students are not able 

to go. 

Blessings! 

David 
david@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

231-429-3780 
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Pastor David Wilson 
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Did you know that our coffee bar is open from 8:45—9:15 AM and 10:30—11 AM?  And our coffee is 
ground fresh!  We have Kona Blend, Sumatra, and Columbia Decaf.  Homemade treats are also available.  
If you ever would like to help with baked goodies, please contact Patsy at 231-920-9590. 
 
Use this as an opportunity to catch up with a friend!  Tables are available in the Commons.   
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Wondering how you can help, but you don’t have much time?  How about serving the first Thursday 
morning of the month by packing food boxes for our food pantry?  Contact Carol Bogard for more 
details 231.775.7329. 

FBC– Commons Info Booth 
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REGISTER TODAY AT: https://firstbaptistcadillac.org/home/ministries/adult-ministries/discovery/ 

REGISTER TODAY AT: https://firstbaptistcadillac.org/events/discover-first-baptist/ 
If you would like to learn more about FBC and how you can be involved, this is the class for you!  It is ONE-DAY ONLY and childcare is pro-

vided.  Come and make some new friends, as well as grow in your knowledge of what it means to be a part of a church family.  

DECEMBER 2018 
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It’s Sunday morning. I walk into the 
church sanctuary eyeing the section 
of pews I normally call home for the 
worship service. They’re in the far 
right corner near the second to fourth 
row from the front. I’m looking for 
empty seating that will accommodate 
two people in preparation for a land-
ing. Moving forward I pass several 
familiar faces to which I nod hello and 
in some instances extend an arm for 
handshakes. I look around and notice 
a fair number of folks giving hugs. I’m 
not a hugger. Continuing, I pass other 
worshipers I’ve seen before, perhaps 
many times, but I don’t connect to 
them as personal friends or cannot 
remember their names so I keep go-
ing. I might offer a quick wave to a 
few, but not always. I also pass peo-
ple I believe are possibly newcomers. 
I’m not certain and do not wish to em-
barrass myself if they are regulars so 
I move on. Finally, I reach my comfort 
zone. 
 

The worship service begins and fre-
quently as a follow-up to the music 
we are instructed to look around and 
extend a welcome to our neighbors. 
It’s a nice gesture.  I shake hands, 
offer swift hellos, and from time to 
time introduce myself. My dear wife is 
much better than me at these brief 
exchanges. It seems as though in a 
matter of seconds she is able to not 
only tender warm greetings but also 
obtain short biographies of family his-
tories, places of residence, reasons 
for settling in Cadillac, and what 
brought them to First Baptist. Later, 
she can recall the names of those to 
which she was conversing along with 

full recites of the information they pro-
vided. I tell her she has a gift that is 
unlikely to ever extend to me.  
 

Recently, I came across an article on 
why people abandon their church. It 
was authored by Andy Stanley, Sen-
ior Pastor, First Baptist Church of 
Atlanta. I’m not familiar with Pastor 
Stanley but his commentary titled 
“Five Reasons People Leave Church” 
included a factor that he describes as 
commonplace. He says that many 
congregations are remiss at making 
people feel welcome. He notes this to 
be particularly true when encounter-
ing people unlike us. He says we tend 
to avoid people who don’t fit our mold 
noting that Jesus was truly the oppo-
site. Jesus attracted and freely minis-
tered to unbelieving, troublemaking, 
and misbehaving people. Often, says 
Stanley, our aloofness deters people 
from becoming part of a church fam-
ily. First time guests not experiencing 
a welcoming moment may not return. 
For those who have attended more 
often, and this can extend into 
months and even years for some, the 
failure to develop warm kinships is 
frequently cited as a basis for their 
eventual exiting of a church. 
 

As I considered Pastor Stanley’s 
comments I found myself internally 
verbalizing that a lack of friendliness 
is not a situation witnessed at First 
Baptist Church. Nonetheless, I was 
unable to dismiss the issue. More 
specifically, I wondered how my be-
havior influenced others. Did the lack 
of a smile or handshake sometimes 
cause a guest to question the friendli-

ness of First Baptist? I hoped not! Did 
the bypassing of familiar faces with-
out the offer of recognition create the 
impression that my identity as a 
Christian might need some adjust-
ment? As an intergenerational wor-
shiping church did I avoid certain 
people different from me? Most im-
portantly, did my actions toward oth-
ers mirror the desires of Christ? 
 

As I considered these uncertainties, I 
wondered if others ever experienced 
such feelings, either as one knowing 
they should be a bit more hospitable 
or as a receiver hoping to be ac-
knowledged and greeted. According 
to my Christian upbringing, church is 
a place for likeminded people to 
gather and worship as they praise 
God. Accordingly, if we are of one 
mind, shouldn’t church be an easy 
place to interact with others? If so, 
what about Pastor Stanley’s comment 
that many congregations are remiss 
at making people feel welcome? 
 

Mulling over Pastor Stanley’s asser-
tion I began to speculate on why 
some church goers, including myself, 
might have difficulty interacting with 
others. Digging into the matter I came 
across a range of causes identified as 
common deterrents to the communi-
cation of people in church settings. I 
must admit I found myself connected 
to a few.  Summarizing, they encom-
passed the following: 
▪ Some find it difficult to talk to 

strangers. Beyond saying 
hello and exchanging intro-
ductions, attempts at immedi-
ate follow-up can be uncom-
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fortable or awkward for one 
or both parties. 

▪ People tend to quickly gravi-
tate to friends thus making no room 
for others. 
▪ Some simply don’t wish to 
talk.  
▪ Some worry about interact-

ing, perceiving their status or 
place in life (e.g. level of edu-
cation, type of employment, 
income, etc.) to be a barrier 
making conversation with 
others uncomfortable.  

▪ The difficulty or humiliation of 
life changing events such as 
divorce, job loss, spouse or 
child issues, and the like 
cause some people to avoid 
others. 

▪ Unintended consequence. 
Many people simply overlook 
the need and importance of 
interacting with others. They 
don’t think about it. 

 

Frankly, I wasn’t overly surprised with 
the reasons because, as noted, I 
could identify with several. The find-
ings did cause me to appreciate that 
the occasional distance of others 
wasn’t necessarily meant as unfriend-

liness. Rather, their detachment may 
be rooted in factors of which I have 
no familiarity. As I considered the 
need and importance of welcoming 
others, I found myself wondering if 
there was anything I might do that 
would make a difference.  Could I 
truly create a welcoming moment for 
someone by offering a humble hello 
or hand shake? What if my approach 
to a stranger ended in embarrass-
ment for them? Or me? Did I really 
want to open myself up to a possible 
relationship that might entail addi-
tional efforts? Candidly, I knew the 
answers. God’s Word is overflowing 
with examples of the importance of 
welcoming and interacting with oth-
ers. To cite a few: 

Galatians 3:28 – There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 

Hebrews 13:2 – Be not for-
getful to entertain strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained an-
gles unawares. 

 Galatians 5:14 – For all the 
law is fulfilled in one word, (even) in 
this; Thou shalt love they neighbor as 
thyself. 

Romans 12:10-13 – Be kindly 
one to another with brotherly love; in 
honor preferring one another. 

1 John 4:7 – Beloved, let us 
love one another; for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God. 
 

I truly believe God is encouraging 
First Baptist Church to grow as an 
intergenerational family of caring peo-
ple. As such, He expects us to be a 
welcoming congregation for the 
young, old, and in-between alike. He 
wants our actions to counter the con-
cern raised by Pastor Stanley. As for 
me, as I head for my comfort zone, I’ll 
try to do a better job of offering a wel-
coming hello or extending a friendly 
hand. I’ll even work on expanding the 
range of that zone hoping to meet 
and greet you. 

Jerry Adams 
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Thank you all for your participation in the new church di-
rectory!  We are currently in the proofing process and hope 
to have the final copies to you soon.   

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE 



NEED PRAYER? 
Did you know that we have a prayer request line?  If you or someone you know is in need of prayer,  

please send your request to prayer@firstbaptistcadillac.org.  

MISS THE SERMON? 
FBC messages are available weekly on Stitcher, PodBean and PodCast (iTunes).  Download one of these apps and 
subscribe to our channel First Baptist Cadillac.  Sermons are also on our church website at 
www.firstbaptistcadillac.org. 


