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DECEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

Please take advantage of 

the many ways to be  

informed about what is 

happening in the life of 

the church family. 

ADVENT  

SERMON 

SERIES 

Welcome to our Ad-
vent series” “It’s the 
Most Doctrinal Time 
of the Year.”  Over 
the next four weeks, 
we will focus on the 
branch of theology 
known as Christol-
ogy, which seeks to 
answer the question 
that Jesus asked His 
disciples in Matthew 

16:15: “But who do 
you say that I am?” 
There is not a more 
important question in 
all the world than, 
“Who do you say that 
Jesus is?” For how 
you answer will deter-
mine how you live 
both in this life and in 
the next.   
 

So our focus will be 
on: 
 The Virgin Birth of 

Christ 
 The Divinity of 

Christ 
 The Humanity of 

Christ 
 The Second Com-

ing of Christ 
 
Hope you can join us! 
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The FBC Children’s Ministry has 

some exciting news to share 

with you!  In an effort to safe-

guard your children as much as 

possible, we are implementing 

an electronic check-in system, 

which is a part of Planning Cen-

ter.  Effective January 5, 2020, 

all children birth to 5
th

 grade will 

need to be checked in electroni-

cally at one of our multiple 

check-in stations in order to re-

ceive a name tag required for 

entry into the Nursery or Chil-

dren’s Wing. 

 

A Parent Informational Meeting 

will be held on Sunday, Decem-

ber 8, at 11:00 am in the Under-

ground at FBC.  You will see a 

preview of the system, followed 

by some hands-on experience 

using the self check-in stations.  

Self check-in will be available at 

several locations in the church; 

along with several manned sta-

tions should you need assis-

tance.  Newcomers will be di-

rected to a manned check-in sta-

tion for registration purposes. 

 

A parent or trusted adult (18 or 

over) must check-in all children 

within the household. Kids will 

be issued a tag with a matching 

parent tag containing a security 

code to be used for pick-up.  

Children will only be released to 

an approved adult with the 

matching tag. 

We are asking you to save time by 

searching for the free Church Cen-

ter App on your IOS or Android 

device and downloading it prior to 

the meeting (when asked about 

your home church select First Bap-

tist Cadillac). Once you register 

and enter a verification code, you 

will be able to edit your profile for 

accuracy 

 

What can this app do 

for you? 

 

 Save you time!  No 

standing in line to check-in 

because you can do so via 

phone as early as 7:00 am 

on Sunday. 

 Instant name tags! Upon 

arrival you will scan a code 

from your phone at any of 

the self check-in station to 

retrieve all tags from the 

label printer for your fam-

ily. 

 Peace of mind! Knowing 

that ONLY an adult over 18 

with YOUR issued security 

tag may pick up your chil-

dren will add another level 

of security for your chil-

dren. 

 

There is one important change 

that will take place due to this 

new system of which you should 

be aware.  If you check your 

household into the 9:15 am Wor-

ship Service AND 11 am Discov-

ery Hour, children will no longer 

break with their parents to use 

the restroom in between.  This 

short break will be provided by 

approved and cleared staff. 

 

Please make every effort to at-

tend this meeting on December 

8
th

.  We want you to be informed, 

trained and “on board” with 

these important changes.  Be 

sure to jot down any questions 

you have.  Feel free to look up 

Planning Center Check-In on you-

tube.com and watch a preview 

for yourself. 

 

Thank you for allowing us the 

blessing of serving your family at 

FBC.  We feel very grateful for 

your trust and partnership. 

 

Blessings, 

Shelly BurkettShelly BurkettShelly BurkettShelly Burkett    
FBC Children’s Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Please reach out to me if you 

have any questions: 

shelly@firstbaptistcadillac.org. 

EXCITING UPCOMING CHANGES 
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Greetings from Awana Land!  

 

We continue to be excited 
about the buzz around the 
church on Wednesday eve-
nings.  Last month I introduced 
you to some behind-the-scenes 
workers who make Clubs suc-
cessful.  Here are more high-
lights and key players. 
 
Truth & Training (T&T) has 
expanded beyond our wildest 
imaginations.  We have 43 third 
through fifth grade children reg-
istered, and have around 35 on 
a regular basis.  With four small 
groups, even with two leaders 
per group, you can see how this 
can be challenging.  Our lead-
ers are stretched to the lim-
its!  Kids can be off the walls 
and off the charts with excite-
ment!  But when we see these 
same students learning verses 
and earning their books and 
Bibles, along with their carry-
bag, you can see the sense of 
pride and accomplishment in 
their eyes and on their 
faces.  This is why we do what 
we do.  Bonita Hogben has 
done such a fantastic job direct-
ing this club, which has not 
been an easy task to work 
through. 
 
What can I say about 
Sparks?  This club has been 
rock-solid awesome since the 
beginning.  We even had a 
“perfect storm” evening a few 
weeks ago when almost half 
our Sparks leaders needed to 

be absent.  The club didn’t miss 
a beat.  The kids are learning 
verses, earning new books, 
earning trips to the treasure box 

(stocked with toys and books 
from donations!) for their 
awards, and learning all kinds of 
new stories from the Bible.  We 
are so thankful to Jill Benson 
for her consistent leadership 
through the years. 
 
Another highlight of my night is 
doing the puppet show for the 
Cubbies!  Little Cubbie Bear 
comes out and talks with the 
kids each Wednesday eve-
ning.  I often hear “I love you, 
Cubbie Bear!” being called out to 
him.  (Don’t tell the Cubbies that 
I am Cubbie Bear!)  These chil-
dren are so eager to learn, play, 
color, jump, roll around, or any-
thing else preschool children do 
on a regular basis.  But thanks 
to the leadership of Melissa Sul-
livan and her team, these chil-
dren are also learning verses 
and Bible songs, becoming more 
and more like Jesus each week. 

Ben and Kristine Ruetz 
Awana Club Directors 

 
Puggles is such an amazing 
club.  When Kristine and I walk past 
the Puggles room, we love seeing 
the little Puggles running around 
playing, or singing songs with each 
other, or doing crafts.  All of these 
are centered around the amazing 
Big Truths of God’s Word.  These 
little ones are hearing about God 
and the Gospel message each 
week.  It is also great to see the vol-
unteers standing up with the two- 
and three-year-old children, march-
ing around and singing the songs, 
and connecting with each other 
while the little ones color or eat their 
snacks.  Molly Fekete and Julie 
Kearns do such an amazing with 
both the kids and their volunteers, it 
almost looks peaceful and relax-
ing.  Almost. 
 
A huge shout out to the other 25 or 
so volunteers we have leading, 
teaching, listening, and chasing the 
children each Wednesday.  The 
Club Directors named above could-
n’t do this without you. 
 
Please keep praying for our Clubs, 
especially during the holidays.  
Sometimes holidays can be stressful 
times for families, and that shows up 
on Club nights.  Pray that we would 
be stable, dependable, patient, and 
loving representatives of Jesus to 
the children. 
 
 

 

Ben & Kristine 
Awana Club Directors 
231-884-5473 
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DECEMBER 7 & 8 
7:00 PM 

FBC Sanctuary 
 
This musical is about family and hope in the Golden Days 
of radio, specifically in the weeks preceding, and following, 
the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Come and bring a friend! 

Christmas MusicalChristmas MusicalChristmas MusicalChristmas Musical    

for Christmasfor Christmasfor Christmasfor Christmas    
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Ladies, the older I become (and 

hopefully the wiser I become), the 

more I realize that we need each 

other!  We have a unique opportunity 

to bless several female students who 

attend the Career Technical Center 

in Cadillac by serving as a men-

tor.  Would you be available for one 

hour a week during the school 

year?  Please contact Mindy 

Cucinel la to f ind out more 

at mcucinella@wmisd.org or 231-388

-3779.  

What a sweet time we had sitting 

around tables at November’s RE-

VIVE gathering.  The theme 

“Blessed Not Stressed”.   Did you 

know that “STRESSED” spelled 

backwards is “DESSERTS”?  We did 

enjoy some too!   We are coming 

into a season that can be very 

stressful and difficult.  We are in-

undated with pictures of what a 

perfect holiday season looks like 

and before we know it, we are 

caught up in the tasks to make it 

happen.    At Revive, it was a time 

to “reset” our thoughts and count 

our blessings.   Although this sea-

son may bring different kinds of 

emotions and sometimes chal-

lenges, we can be confident that 

God is right there with us holding 

us together and we can rest and 

not grow weary.  Aren’t you grate-

ful that we are never alone?   

 

As we close out 2019, we are 

grateful for you.  We believe that 

God is working in the lives of the 

women at FBC and are excited for 

what HE will do in 2020.   

 

Mark your calendar for the fourth
 
 

of the month—Friday, January 

24
th

 at 7:00 pm.  Until then, we 

will be praying for you and wish 

you a wonderful and blessed sea-

son. 

 

~ FBC Women’s Ministry Team 

women 

LOOKING FOR WOMEN MENTORS 
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Pastor David Wilson 

231.429.3780 

david@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

FBC Youth will 

be teaming up 

with several 

o ther  loca l 

youth minis-

tries to rent out 

the 3 Mile Pro-

ject in Grand Rapids on Saturday, 

February 8.  Here is a link to their 

website  http://3mp.org/.  Each 

church will be responsible for their 

own transportation. FBC Youth will 

be leaving FBC at 10:30 am and 

returning back at 5:30 pm. The cost 

to attend is $10.00 if paid by Janu-

ary 15 or $15.00 if paid by January 

22. You can find a full list of ac-

tivities on the 3 Mile Project web-

site, but activities include:  

 Indoor Ninja Course 

 Video Game Stations 

 Athletic Courts 

 Indoor Skate Park 

and more!  

 

The $10.00 cost also includes 

transportation and pizza!  

 

The 3 Mile Project requires a 

waiver to be signed for each stu-

dent attending.   Please print off a 

waiver and return to me when 

signing up your student for this 

event  ht tp : / /3mp.org/docs/

visitor_reg.pdf.   

 

Please let me know if you are in-

terested in chaperoning and help-

ing with transportation for this 

event.  

 

We are also 

planning a 

youth group 

S l e d d i n g 

Night on 

Wednesday, 

February 19th from 5:30 to 

8:00 PM at Center Lake Bible 

Camp.  Plan to meet at the 

church at 5:30 and we will be 

returning to church by 8 PM.  

This is a FREE event.  A winter 

coat, gloves, and hat are re-

quired.  RSVP to Pastor David 

by February 12th. 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor David 

Haiti Mission and Haiti Clean Water  

Thank you for all the prayers and support for Janet Martin and myself on our recent trip to Haiti. 

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN HAITI? Haiti 
is in turmoil. Most of the turmoil is in the 
capital city of Port au Prince, which is far 
from where we go. However, the unrest 
affects all of the country. The week we 
were there the gas stations were closed 
due to a fuel shortage. There was no 
electricity. There was food, but it cost 
more. Schools were closed because the 
“thugs” have threatened violence if the 
parents send their kids to school. So…for 
safety reasons we were back at the 
house by 2:00pm. Did I mention it was 

hot? 
 
We vacillated on whether to go or not 
under those conditions. We did not fear 
for our safety as much as we did not 
want to use their valuable food and fuel. 
But they wanted us to come. That shows 
how important building relationships are, 
especially among God’s people. We 
looked at this as a way to show our love 
and concern for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. They wanted us to come. Do 
we abandon a friend in need? Of course 

not, so we went. 
 
As it turned out, there were no protests in 
Cap Haitien while we were there. PTL! 
The church from Kansas had installed 
solar panels on the roof so we had 
enough power for lights, one refrigerator 
and to charge devices. In fact, several 
people came to the house to charge de-
vices. Since the schools are closed, stu-
dents are trying to keep up with their 
schoolwork on laptops, but laptops need 
to be charged. The Haitians had to go to 
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their homes before dark so we had qui-
eter than normal evenings. But quieter 
meant we grew together as a group. 
The nine of us represented six Michigan 
churches and one Kansas church. We 
had some good devotions. 
 
Janet and I spent time with our Haiti 
Clean Water employees leading water 
filter refresher training, followed by a 
staff meeting and prayer. Janet checked 
blood pressure and talked about health 
issues. It was a good relationship build-
ing time. We did get out to 18 homes. 
 
Sunday we went to church. It was 
packed! We were thanked for coming, 
especially under the circumstances. 
People were eager to greet us following 
the service. I was led to the basement 
where a ladies group was passing out 
meals to the neediest. They used the 
money our Mission Board sent. The 
people were so gracious and hopeful. 
They are a resilient people. 
 
I am asked “what can we do for Haiti 
besides pray?” What a question. I 
keep asking myself the same thing. The 
Haitian people are the poorest people in 
the Americas. Why? There are many 
problems. Among them: 
 Haiti is situated on two seismic fault 

lines and in Hurricane Alley 
 Political corruption is a common 

problem and vodou is one of the 
official religions 

 They had a large earthquake in 
2010 and Hurricane Matthew hit in 
2016. 

 There were relief efforts but the 
relief didn’t make it to the regular 
people. 

 Right now, there is political unrest 
with gangs basically shutting down 
the country. 

 
What can we do? Of course, prayer is 

number one on the list of what to do. 
But what can we do in a tangible way? 
What are basic survival needs? air, 
water, food, shelter. How can we help in 
those areas? 
 
We are helping in three of these areas, 
food, shelter and water. 
1)FOOD: We have sent money for food 
twice. Pastor Voltaire has used it to 
feed the neediest through the church. I 
have seen the affects of this and it is 
good. People are eating. 
 
Here are a couple of pic of people wait-
ing for meals and some of the ladies 
providing the meals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2) SHELTER: The church has budgeted 
money each year to help with construc-
tion projects that build housing for the 
neediest. We also send a mission team 
to help with the construction. I have 
seen the results of this and it is heart-
warming. Shacks have been replaced 
with basic apartments. 
 
3) WATER: Water is life. You can’t live 
without it. Haiti Clean Water provides 
water filters so people can use water 
from any source (except salt water) and 
make it drinkable. The filters do not take 
electricity and are a natural way to filter 
water. Why not drill wells? There are 

plenty of wells but the well water is con-
taminated. 
 
Here are a couple of pics of us on our way 
to install a filter.  We passed the well and 

walked along the open sewer. 
 

 
 
So, when I am asked what can we do be-
sides pray, my answer is to continue to 
support Haiti. Pray and give. Haiti Clean 
Water has a budget of $38,000 per year. 
We have five employees in Haiti which 
means we support five families in addition 
to providing water filters. Right now, we 
have about $12,000 for 2020.  $128 buys 
one filter for up to 10 people for 10 years. If 
you want to help in a tangible way, give 
water. Any amount will help. If you do give 
water, be sure to put Haiti Water in the 
memo. 

 
Thank you, 
 

Lynn Ross 
Haiti Mission Team and Haiti Clean Water 

(Continued from page 6) 

Haiti Mission and Haiti Clean Water  
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Non-Fiction Books: 

John Hagee, “Jerusalem Countdown.”  

In this powerful book you will discover: 
key players in a world-changing nuclear 
showdown; the role or Russia, China, 
Europe, and America in the coming nu-
clear war; why Israel’s war with Hezbol-
lah was only a preview, God’s plan and 
purpose for His people in the coming 
crisis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Fiction Books: 

Rachel Dylan, “Deadly Proof.” A legal 
thriller as attorney Kate Sullivan pursues 
a case against Mason Pharmaceutical, to 
get justice for victims whose lives were 
ruined by the company’s dangerous new 
drug, and finds she is in danger too. 
 
Andrea Boeshaar, “Threads of Hope.” 
Kristin Eikaas has traveled from Norway 
to Wisconsin with dreams of a new life. 
This book is filled with timeless themes 
of honor, equality, and mercy. 
 
Lisa Samson, “The Sky Beneath my 

Feet.”  Beth and her pastor husband 
face some challenges, and struggle to 
find answers.   This truthful, comic, heart-
breaking and magical story tears the veil 
off our egos and expectations, as it ex-

plores changes and questions that we 
all face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children/Youth: 

Evelyn Christenson, “What Happens 

when Children Pray.” By learning to 
talk and listen to God, children’s prayers 
can be just as effective as adults.  Mat-
thew 18:20: “Whenever two or three of 
you come together in My name, I am 
there with you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DVDs- Adult: 

Shoutfactory presents “When Calls the 

Heart II, The Heart of the Commu-

nity.” From the Jeannette Oke series, 

this is a beautiful frontier story with 
many of the values we all hole pre-
cious such as love, family, friendship, 
community, faith, and caring about one 
another. 

 

DVDs– Youth/ Children: 

Paramount Pictures, “Charlotte’s 
Web (live actors), Charlotte’s Web 
(animated) and Charlotte’s Web 2 
(animated).” A 3 movie collection of 
E.B.White’s timeless children’s story 
as a tiny spider spins a great tale of 
friendship and adventure. 
 
Columbia Pictures, “Cloudy with a 

Chance of Meatballs.” (Blu-Ray), 
rated PG.  When Flint Lockwood’s 
latest invention goes awry, it’s up to 
him and weathergirl Sam Sparks, and 
Flint’s talking monkey, “Steve”, to save 
the world. A perfect storm of Humor, 
Heart, and Hotdogs appears in this 
animated tale. 

 

 

Check out the latest in the church library (across from the nursery) 
Open Sundays before and after church 

COME AND SEE US! ACROSS FROM THE NURSERY 
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Although the year 2020 is 
yet to transpire, I've had 
several folks mention they 
have already identified New 
Year resolutions they intend 
to initiate in the coming 
weeks hoping to bring about 
certain lifestyle changes. As 
with many others who follow 
the ritual of declaring an 
identified need or desire, 
they plan to start or stop do-
ing something they consider 
good or bad. 
 

According 
to national 
studies 
completed 
in 2019, the 
most com-
mon resolu-
tions for the 
year were: 
1) learn a 
new skill or 
hobby; 2) 
stop smok-
ing; 3) read 
more; 4) find new employ-
ment; 5) consume less alco-
hol; and, 6) spend more 
time with family and friends. 
Very commendable goals, 
one might say. Unfortu-
nately, the studies also 
found that only about seven 
to eight percent of those 
making resolutions achieve 
their goals. The remaining 
people fail with a very large 
percentage quitting within 
the first few weeks of estab-
lishing their objectives. 

 

Over the years I've occasion-
ally made New Year resolu-
tions concerning family, 
work, and other matters. Ad-
mittedly, like a majority of 
folks, my success rate hasn't 
been that good. As with 
many of those making reso-
lutions, worthy intentions do 
not automatically mean suc-
cess. Candidly, I acknowl-
edge that my ambition to 
bring about changes in my 
life by and large often failed 

to include God's counsel and 
direction. Instead, I relied on 
self-discipline or strength of 
will. As such, I now realize 
that as a Christian trying to 
make changes using my own 
power dishonors God. 
 

In thinking about the upcom-
ing year and the possibility 
that some folks may be con-
sidering resolutions for the 
year 2020, a few thoughts 
come to mind. Most impor-

tantly, it is imperative to real-
ize that God must be the in-
spiration and authority for 
any goals we strive for. They 
must honor Him. First Corin-
thians 10:31 (NIV) tells us: 
"So whether you eat or drink 
or whatever you do, do it all 
for the glory of God." 
Through prayer and the 
reading of His word, we need 
to ask God if our goals are 
pleasing to Him.  In James 
4:3 (NIV) God tells us, 
"When you ask, you do not 

re-
ceive, because 
you ask with 
wrong mo-
tives, that you 
may spend what 
you get on your 
pleasures." Fi-
nally, if moving 
forward, we 
need to continu-
ally seek His 
help in achiev-
ing success for 
as Philippians 

4:13(NIV) tells us; "I can do 
all this through Him who 
gives me strength." 
 

God wants us to make posi-

tive adjustments in our lives. 

If resolutions for change are 

on your 2020 horizon go for 

it! Our Lord and Savior is 

ready to lead the way if we 

will give Him the opportunity 

to do so. 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS by Jerry Adams 



NEED PRAYER? 
Did you know that we have a prayer request line?  
If you or someone you know is in need of prayer,  

please send your request to 
prayer@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

MISS THE SERMON? 
FBC messages are available weekly on Stitcher, PodCast (iTunes), and Spo-
tify.  Download one of these apps and subscribe to our channel First Baptist 
Cadillac.  Sermons are also on our church website. 

Pastor Chad Zaucha, Lead Pastor   chad@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Pastor Mike Stambaugh, Asc. Pastor  mike@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Pastor David Wilson, Student Ministry david@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Shelly Burkett, Children’s Ministry shelly@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Kari Hanus, Office Manager  office@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Clyde King, Business Administrator clyde@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Christy Zaucha, Communications christy@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

Bridget Roberts, Kid’s Hope  bridget@firstbaptistcadillac.org 

DO YOU NEED TO CONTACT US? We would love to hear from you! 

Looking for prayer warriors for the 11:15 AM service.  Please contact Carolyn Rushford for more details 
at 231-884-5848. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS  

CHILD BOXES 

Final tally . . . drum roll . . . 265 shoeboxes!!  Wow.  WOW!  Thank you to all 
who took time to pack a box, and also to Toy Town for partnering with First 
Baptist!  Please continue to pray for your box(es) and recipient, as we antici-
pate how God might use a one-time gift, to make an eternal difference!    


